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In 1982, John Newman, curator of the Vietnam War Literature Collection at Colorado State

University, said of W.D. Ehrhart: "As a poet and editor, Bill Ehrhart is clearly one of the major

figures in Vietnam War literature." This autobiographical account of the war, the author's first

extended prose work, demonstrates Ehrhart's abilities as a writer of prose as well. Vietnam-

Perkasie is grim, comical, disturbing, and accurate. The presentation is novelistic--truly, a

"page-turner"--but the events are all real, the atmosphere intensely evocative.

From the Back CoverVietnam-Perkasie: A Combat Marine Memoir is basic to understanding

Ehrhart's life, his poetry, and the trajectory of his succeeding three autobiographical memoirs. --

This text refers to the paperback edition.Review"brutal, honest, funny and tragic...Ehrhart's

sense of timing, his imagery, his poetic sensitivity, and his passion make his book as enjoyable

as to read as it is troubling to endure" -- Philadelphia Inquirer"unrelenting, authentic...eloquent"

-- Samisdat --This text refers to an out of print or unavailable edition of this title.
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securehope, “Heartbreaking and raw account that really explains a lot. I'm not a war buff. I don't

usually read books like this. The Vietnam war was over before I was born, and it has always felt

like a dim, nebulous thing to me. As a child, when the topic came up, it was always "that thing

that adults shook their heads about." But I bought this book after I saw the author's 15-minute

interview on Youtube entitled "Magnificent Storyteller Soldier Reveals What He Saw In

Vietnam" on David Hoffman's channel. And what a gripping, heart-rending account, told by a

very thoughtful and intelligent person who was there. The 15 minute interview wasn't nearly

long enough, so I wanted to know more, and I found myself here.This book is a depiction of

disillusionment, of trauma, of lost innocence, of shame, of the heartbreak of lost love, of the

desperation to get home, and then of the disillusionment all over again once he got

home.Ehrhart does a masterful job of taking you along with him on the journey from the starry-

eyed, patriotic 17-year-old who begged his parents to let him enlist, to the startled, wide-eyed

soldier freshly arrived on the field and seeing incongruent things taking place, to the absolute

insanity that was his 13 months, with all the trauma and grief and shame and the hardening

that took place as a result. By the time he gets home, it makes perfect sense why he reacted to

situations the way he did, and you can only hurt for him, knowing how much he must have

been hurting. From a "literary skill" standpoint, the ability to "step back in the shoes" of who he

was in those bygone days, without letting the reader taste a hint of the person he has NOW

become, is really quite impressive. He lets you see the story through the eyes of the person he

was when he saw it for the first time, not as an observer looking back and interpreting it

through the lens of hindsight.This was a book that left me on the edge of my seat the whole

way through. You feel the grief with him. You feel the stress. You feel his need to just block out

thought. You feel the emotion. It's one thing to know upfront that he gets a "Dear John" letter.

It's another thing entirely to go up and sit on that hill with him after he gets the letter and feel



his anguish as his mind is flooded with all the other traumas that have stacked up since he got

here. You feel the lump in your throat when his mother sends him the actual live Christmas

tree. You feel the pang of fear when somebody hands him his buddy's mud-covered watch and

you don't know if the guy is ok. You laugh out loud with him at things you wouldn't have found

funny in any other context (like his mother's recommendation to quit smoking).After reading

this book, I'm left with a sense of, NO WONDER so many Vietnam veterans were so deeply

scarred by the time they came back home. Ehrhart found a way to talk about his experience,

but how many guys never gave a voice to their experiences, never processed those emotions,

and just tried to confine it to the past and live with the nighmares and PTSD? You can see how

they would feel like they could never tell their mother or their wife or their high-school buddies

what happened. You can see how they would just "know" that no one could possibly

understand.I'm also left with a sense of, "How did this happen?" I never knew it was this bad.

The whole system went SO wrong. The "County Fairs"?? The egotism and lack of listening and

understanding a foreign culture? It was like a giant psychopathic system that just carried

people along with it and spit out wounded and dead people on both the American and

Vietnamese side. Horrible.I'm also left with a sobering awareness of how easily something like

this could happen again, and how ugly it would be, and how impotent one would feel to try to

stand up against it.This book will be hard for me to forget. Thank you, Mr. Ehrnhart, for sharing

it with us.”

The SkyWriter, “As gritty as it gets. Here we have a memoir of a war that should never have

happened. Disclosure: I am a veteran of the war in Vietnam, and my feelings about that long

ago conflict match those of this author. Vietnam-Perkasie takes readers through an arc of the

author's young life from late adolescence, into the Marine Corps, on to Vietnam in the late

sixties, and home again. This is as gritty as it gets. Ehrhart does what writers must: he opens a

vein, and in this case actual blood flows, including his own. In courageous fashion, Ehrhart

reveals his fears, emotions, boredom, ferocity and even his personal transgressions against the

Vietnamese during his 13 month tour. He writes of the boredom in the compound that drives

him to volunteer for field duty; of fellow soldiers killed in front of him; of a catholic priest who

listens to the author's eroding loss of innocence and faith but can't hear him. He writes of the

maddening futility of a war with no front lines, where no one can be trusted, not even small

children who carry hand grenades. He writes of funny anecdotes as well, of a supply of

chocolate chip cookies that cannot be turned off, and of meeting Floyd Patterson and asking

the champ's opinion of Cassius Clay' draft resistance.Four stars only because the memoir ends

so abruptly, with little about the author's reintegration to civilian life except for the terrible anger

he unleashed on folks in his home town and elsewhere. A few discrepancies jumped out at this

reader. As a veteran myself, I found it difficult to believe that a marine would throw his weapon

into a lake, despite the poor quality of the M-16. There are a (very) few typos and glitches in

the book, a few places with stray colons and added letters, but nothing substantial.All in all a

gritty, harsh, often hard to read account of a soldier's descent from trusting, believing, patriotic

Marine Corps enthusiasm for the American pursuit of an enemy, to a grown man's

disillusionment in a country and people who refused to alter course in a chaotic, senseless

national plunge into jingoism and blind loyalty. To make it worse, after returning from a year in

Vietnam, a seasoned, bloodied veteran of America's quixotic war in South Asia, Ehrhart wasn't

allowed to buy a beer, or to have car insurance in his own name. It's no wonder veterans of

Vietnam returned angry and hostile, and often misunderstood.Reading books like Ehrhart's, I

better understand my own demons about that long ago war.Byron Edgington, author of A



Vietnam Anthem. 

  

A Vietnam Anthem: What The War Gave Me”

Jennifer M. Coradi, “Buy and Read this Book.. Unlike many Vietnam accounts, the author here

gives a plain and honest recollection of his time and thoughts while enduring war and life in a

war-torn country with humility and matter-of-factness. Touching, heart-warming, devastating,

and tragic - but I couldn't put this one down once I got into it. I don't read much history and

digest little war-related material of any kind, but this brought the collective experience of young

men just a few years older than me at the time into focus all these years later - for the very first

time in my life. Its NOT full of drama and gory detail, though enough exists by virtue of the time

and place, but none is glorified or sensationalized in the least - just clearly articulated by

"someone who thinks a lot". All I can say is please - if you are looking at this book or my

review - just buy the book and read it asap.”

LarryN, “No holds barred. A very well written, nothing held back, telling of the author's Vietnam

experience. The book flows very well and it is smooth sailing as you read. An easy read yet

you will be deeply submerged into what is going on. It is as if you are there with him. Some

real gut wrenching stuff. Far from the clean cut rah rah USA is a hero story. This book makes

you do some thinking. Then to have gone through that, to be where he was at the end of the

book and  to get to where he is today is amazing.”

Philip King, “A readable account of the Vietnam War. This is one of many books l have read on

the war and this is right up there as one of the best. The author has written his memoir almost

as a novel and he certainly knows how to entertain. There is humour on one page, then hard

brutality on the next, he captures very well what it must have been like to fight in that conflict.”

Aitch, “Good honest account. Loved the book . Good narrative well presented . An honest

account of one Marines tour of duty.I recommend it”

Jeremy, “A fantastic read.. Riveting.”

harrysecombe, “Magnificient. Seeringly honest. I just have to find the courage to read the third

in the trilogy. What a shame that the one about Ehrhardt's return to Vietnam is so hard to

obtain. I want to read everything this guy has written”

The book by W.D. Ehrhart has a rating of  5 out of 4.5. 135 people have provided feedback.
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